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Rie bor shai 
iI kad NE 


wa °idha jaa°aka-l-ladhina yu°minina casievaths 
fa-qul salamun ‘alaykum 
kataba rabbukum ‘ala nafsihi-r-rahmah 
And when those who believe in Our revelations come to you, 
say: Peace be upon you! 


Your Lord has written Mercy on His Self. 
(Stiratu-]-°An‘am 6:54) 


motions 
eghlall 455) She) 


wa maa °arsalnaka i ae alamin 


And We have not sent you except as a Mercy for all the worlds. 
(Stratu-l-°Ambiyaa° 21:107) 
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So 
Oye rx 4 Aaa Se or Cn phe 


qul °innamaa ’attabi‘u ma yuhaa °ilayya mir-rabbi; 
hadha basa°iru mir-rabbikum 
wa hudafiw-wa rahmatul-li-qawmifiy-yu°mintin 
Say, ‘I follow only what has been revealed to me from my Lord.’ 
This is clear insight from your Lord, 
and guidance and mercy for people who believe. 
(Stratu-l-A ‘raf 7:203) 
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dS LONI Bele 3 \ SNA IG JES 


wa-°idh gala rabbuka li-l-malaa°ikati inni ja‘ilun fi-l-ardi khalifah 


And [remember] when your Sustainer said to the angels: 
“Truly, I am about to establish upon earth one who shall inherit it.” 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:30) 
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325° a oc 3 Zyl ai PAO th 
qada kana lakum fi rasuli-llahi °uswatun hasanatun 
li-mafi kana yarju-llaha wa-l-yawma-l-°akhira 
wa dhakara-llaha kathira 
You have an excellent model in the Messenger of Allah, 
for all who put their hope in Allah and the Last Day 


and remember Allah much. 
(Siratu-l-Ahzab 33:21) 


In a hadith related to us by at-Tirmidhi @, the Prophet 2% says: 
“Awwalu ma khalaga-llahu nuran.” 
“The first [thing] created by Allah 3 was Light.” 


Allah 3% conceived His creation in the darkness of non-existence 
and with the light of His creative act — kun faya kiin (34 5S) — 
brought everything into existence. The First Light created was like a 
shadow appearing against the dark background of non-existence. 


at-Tirmidbi also reprorted that the Prophet #% said, “The first thing 
Allah 3 created was the Intellect (al-‘agl/J4!),”. He 8% also said, 
“The first thing that Allah 3% created was the Pen (al-qalam/plil!).” 


The Intellect takes from Allah 3% without intermediary, the bearer 
of all known things. None of the knowledge of higher and lower 
being is hidden from it. It is the primordial light in its passive aspect 
as recipient of the knowledge of what is to be, while the Pen is the 
primordial light in its active aspect of writing this knowledge on the 
Guarded Tablet at the command of Allah se. “The first thing that 
Allah 3% created was the Pen and He 3 said to it: “Write! So it 
wrote what is to be forever.” (at-Tabarani and Abu Nu’aym) 

From this First Light all of creation, with all its many varied forms 
and meanings, unfolds till the end of time. This primordial light is 
called Light of Muhammad #% (niiru-l-muhamaddiyyah/tss.~<ll 533) — 
which is the first light against the dark background of non-existence. 
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In another variant it is related that Jabir ibn “Abd Allah said to the 
Prophet %: “O Messenger of Allah, may my father and mother be 
sacrificed for you, tell me of the first thing Allah 3% created before 
all things.” He said: “O Jabir, the first thing Allah 3%. created was 
the light of your Prophet from His light, and that light remained (lit. 
‘turned’) in the midst of His Power for as long as He wished, and 
there was not, at that time, a Tablet or a Pen or a Paradise or a Fire 
or an angel or a heaven or an earth. And when Allah 3% wished to 
create creation, he divided that Light into four parts and from the 
first made the Pen, from the second the Tablet, from the third the 
Throne, [and from the fourth everything else].” 


“ana mina-l-lahi wa al-mu°mintna minni.” 
“Tam from Allah 3% 
and the people of belief are from me.” 


coos 


inna-llaha khalaqa ruha-n-nabiyyi min dbhatihi 
wa khalaga al-“alama bi °asrihi min-ntri muhammadin .” 
“Truly, Allah created the Spirit of the Prophet from His Essence, 
then He created the whole Universe of forms 
and (veiled) all its secrets with the Light of Muhammad.” 

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani 3%, in his book Sirr al-asrar fi ma 
yahtaju ilayh al-’abrar, said: “Know that since Allah 3% first 
created the soul of Muhammad 2 from the light of His beauty, as 
He said: ‘I created Muhammad from the light of My Face,’ and as 
the Prophet said: ‘The first thing Allah 3% created is my soul, 
and the first thing Allah 3% created is the Pen, and the first thing 
Allah 3% created is the Intellect? — what is meant by all this is one 
and the same thing, and that is the hagigatu-l-muhammadiyyah 
(dis.s..I/ Li.i—. tl), However, it was named a light because it is 
completely purified from darkness, as Allah 3 said: “There has 
come to you from Allah a Light and a Clear Book.’ It was also 
named an Intellect (“agl/J4<) because it is the cause for the tranmis- 
sion of knowledge, and the Pen (galam/a14) is the means by which it 
wrote in the world of letters. The Muhammadan soul (ar-rithu-l- 
muhammadiyyah/+¥2s++1\ ¢ 51!) is therefore the quintessence of all 
created things and the first of them and their origin. 


eB 
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The Prophet 8% said: “I am from Allah 3% and the believers are 
from me, and Allah 3% created all souls from me in the spiritual 
world and He did so in the best form. It is the name of the totality of 
mankind in that primordial world, and after its creation by four 
thousand years, Allah 3% created the Throne (al-‘arsh/.*,—41) from 
the oe of Muhammad himself &&, and from it the el of creation.” 

AS st nw & i 35 OS 35 
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Ni EN a Fe a “a 
MBE Va 32 US’ seal LBS Os hfe 
wa-°idh °akhadha rabbuka mim-bani °Aadama 
min dhuhtrihim dbhurriyyatahum 
wa °ashhadahum “alaa °affusihim °alastu bi-rabbikum ; 
qalu bala shahidana ; 
an taquli' yawma-l-giyamati °inna kunna ‘afi hadha ghafilin 
When your Sustainer took out all their descendants 
from the loins of the children of Adam 
and made them testify against themselves ‘Am I not your Lord?’ 
they said, “We testify that indeed You are!’ 
Lest you say on the Day of Rising, “We knew nothing about this.’ 
(Stratu-l-A‘raf 7:172) 
< =e > 

These are from the Secrets of Muhammad % — at the same time 
there are some who believe that Muhammad #% is not more than an 
illiterate Messenger, chosen by Allah 3% to carry His Message to 
the people of the earth and, whilst they rever him for that and live 
by the Message, they know no more of who he was than that and 
then there are those who know more and have been privledged, as 
they are truly the believers, to see more deeply into the reality of 
what is and what is not and dae x was & and who he is ae. 


Spats S ES; MA Uy AN des 3 UEALLES 


1a taqulu ieaeoueie fi sabili-l-lahi °amwat: 
bal ahyaa°ufiw-wa 1akil-1a tash°urtin 
do not say those who have died in the way of Allah are dead — 
they are living but you do not know how. 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:154) 
—4- 
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During the mawalids of the last few years we have spoken at length 
both on the historical reality of the Prophet & and also the 
circumstances that led from Makkah to Madinah — from thirteen 
years and a mere 170 followers to the events surrounding his 
emigration (hijrah/s,—-»—-~) in the year 620 of the common era, fol- 
lowed by ten years in which the whole of the Arabian peninsula (al- 
Jaziratu-l-‘arabiyyah) accepted the Message which, in turn, lead to 
the present worldwide community of one billion plus people. 


This year I would like to speak about those who know more and 
have been privledged to know the deep reality of the Prophet #& and 
very importantly, who he is as well as who he was: those whom we 
call the °awliya° karam, the shuyukh, murshidiin and pirs (+). 


In this particular context I also want to address the vital differences 
between the “official” °Islam and that of the Sufis who, to a greater 
degree than either the Sunnis or the Shi‘ah, are the heirs and in- 
heritors of his 8% secret and the practioners of that secret in our time. 


Taking this as a starting point I ask the reader to consider the fol- 
lowing received media information which maybe true in part or full: 


“It is believed that upward of 80% of the Mosques in the U.S 
belong to the Wahhabi school of thought, largely due to the huge 
Saudi petro dollar spending. The Saudi government has spent an 
unbelievable $87B to promote Wahhabism in the United States, 
Africa, Southeast Asia and Europe. Saudi aid to Muslims abroad, 
however, comes with strings attached, and most of the recipient 
institutions end up promoting the Wahhabi version of Islam. In this 
context Wahhabi agents have sought to impose their ideology on all 
who attend the mosques they control. The Saudis have allocated 
considerable line-item space toward building religious institutions 
that promote the Wahhabi version of Islam. The Saudis have funded 
more than 80 percent of the Wahhabi-influenced mosques built in 
the United States within the last 20 years. It is believed that most of 
the new American converts to Islam follow the Wahhabi/Salafi 
version of Islam, due largely to the fact that most of the Mosques in 
the U.S are under Wahhabi control, although the Wahhabi/Salafi are 
a small minority within the larger Muslim world. An estimated 
30,000 Muslim children now attend Saudi-funded Wahhabi day 
schools in America.” 
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“The Saudis, meanwhile, have directed considerable outreach toward 
the Afro-American Muslim community which is largest Muslim 
community in America. In one effort to showcase the bounties of 
Wahhabism to this target audience, King Fahd pledged $8M for a 
lavish mosque in shabby South Central Los Angeles. The Saudis’ 
Islamic Development Bank pledged an additional $295,000 for a 
school attached to the mosque. From the Saudi perspective, this and 
other similar contributions are less an expense than an investment.” 


What, you may ask, does this have to do with understanding the 
secrets of the Prophet #%? 


Though what I have quoted above has mainly to do with the 
situation affecting Muslims in America, the same circumstances 
hold true across the wider Muslim world where, for the past fifty to 
seventy-five years, or really since the post WWII rise of the King- 
dom of Saudi Arabia as a major petro-power in the world, the 
advocates and adherents of Wahhabism or Salafism or Deobandism 
or what one person has called Archaic Revivalism or, simply, neo- 
Kharijism, have actively sought to promote their ideas of who and 
what the Prophet #% of °Islam is or is not and, for the most part, 
these views are contradictory to the traditional views that the world 
wide Muslim community has held for centuries of the Prophet 8%, to 
the point where, increasingly, the Muslim community is less and 
less aware of the sublime character and stature of the Prophet #. 


And it is not a side issue to say that the strenuous opposition on the 
behalf of these Najdi neo-Kharajites to the holding and observation 
of the Mawlid is part and parcel of the campaign to cause and bring 
about the loss of this traditional knowledge and understanding, nor 
is it a side issue to point out that, famously, when asked to give his 
blessing to Najd, the Prophet % refused three times to do so. 

In the beginning of this talk and essay I quoted the hadith of Jabir 
@ to the effect that the first thing created by Allah 3& was the light 
of the Prophet #%. The neo-Kharajites strenuously deny the veracity 
of this hadith and the many understandings that stem from it. 

On the contrary, they say: “The whole of Sufism and all other sects 
that believe in the transfer of esoteric knowledge (hidden 
knowledge) from wali (saint) to wali depend on this single hadith 
[which follows] which is not in any way authentic.” 
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“It is related that Jabir ibn “Abdullah & said to the Prophet #%: ‘Oh 
Messenger of Allah, may my father and mother be sacrificed for 
you, tell me of the first thing Allah created before all things.’ He 
said: ‘Oh Jabir, the first thing Allah created was the light of your 
Prophet from His light, and that light remained [lit. ‘turned’] in the 
midst of His Power for as long as He wished and there was not, at 
that time, a Tablet or a Pen or a Paradise or a Fire or an Angel or a 
Heaven or an Earth. And when Allah wished to create creation, he 
divided that Light into four parts and from the first made the Pen, 
from the second the Tablet, from the third the Throne, [and from the 
fourth everything else].’ 


“This hadith implies that Allah (SWT) first created the Light (niir/.34) 
of the Prophet (PBUH) and from that everything else was created. 
This is why some sects claim that Muhammad (PBUH) was the very 
first prophet, not °Adam (SAW). They also use this hadith to prove 
the superiority of Muhammad (PBUH) to other prophets. 


“It is a very famous hadith, but not in any way a reliable but it is 
important for sects (and especially Sufism) to believe in this legend. 


“To conclude, Allah (SWT), is a reality that cannot be described and 
we should refrain from attributing any connection between Him and 
that which He has created. Muhammad (PBUH) was a man, who was 
special only because he was chosen by Allah 3& to communicate 
the message of Islam. Muhammad (PBUH) was a bashar (man), who 
suffered pain and experienced joy, lived a remarkable life and, after 
completing his mission, died a natural death. His soul is now in 
Jannat (the Garden), in a place closest to Allah (SWT).”" 


A quick visit to Google will reveal entry after entry all more or less 
saying the same thing which is that basically the Prophet #% was 
simply “a bashar (man), who suffered pain and experienced joy, 
lived a remarkable life and, after completing his mission, died a 
natural death.” And no more (or less) than that. 


Yes like a diamond or a ruby or an emerald is just a plain old rock. 


1. The reader will please forgive the use of the acronym (PBUH) instead 
of “prayers of Allah upon him and his family and peace (@%) and 
(SAW) for “peace be upon him” 3 and the use of (SWT) after the 
Name of Allah (3%). The quote is used as it appeared in a Salafi text. 


Ps 
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This dumbing down or trivilization of the the Prophet #% is part and 
parcel of the whole campaign of the Wahhabis, the Salafis, the De- 
obandis and the neo-Kharijites and, if truth be told, of first the Um- 
mayads and then the Abbasids and, indeed, most all of those often 
corrupt and cruel and mainly self-appointed ‘leaders’ who have 
ruled the Muslim °ummah since the death of al-Husayn s&.” 


The idea or agenda behind all of this trivilization or the minimaliza- 
tion of the miraculous nature of the Prophet #% is basically to turn 
him into a man like all other men using the uae vayat: 


Sols DSO Sl ge SL eel A 
qul °innama °ana basharum-mithlukum 
yuha *ilayyaa °annamaa °ilahukum *ilahufiw-wahida 
“Say (O Muhammad): I am only a man like you. 
It has been revealed to me that your God is One God.” 
(Strat-Il-Kahf 18:110) 
and 


Sli Ag ees Sips Jb ob 
qalat lahum rusuluhum °in nahnu °i11a basharun mithlukum 
Their messengers said to them: 
“We are nothing but mortals like yourselves.” 
(Strah *Ibarahim 14:11) 
There are, of course, many reasons to devalue or lessen his stature 
by reducing it to that of an ‘everyman’ with the sole concession that 
Allah sw chose him #% to deliver the Message and, perhaps, to be 
the guide for the people, though that aspect is often played down as 
there should be no hint that revelation and leadership should be 
joined in the same person lest people expect that of their ‘leaders’. 


2. There are those who object to saying “alayhi salam’ (%) or “peace be 
upon him” after mentioning al-Husayn #% or other members of the 
family 2g2 of the Prophet #%. I would remind those who take 
objection to this that in every salat we say, “Oh Allah send your 
blessing on the Prophet Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and 
send Your Blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim.” 
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The reasoning behind this is that the common people should not 
look to their leader (or ruler) to be in any way a source of guidance 
and, especially, not Divine Guidance, lest the ruler or leader be held 
to a higher standard than the ‘everyman’ (which of course he should 
be). Religion as such is merely a ‘legalistic religion’ which knows 
no priesthood, no rites and no sacrifice and the ‘spiritual’ responsi- 
bility of the leader or ruler is but to maintain law and order, keep the 
masajid open, be sure the reading of Qur°&n is taught and insure that 
a form of ‘legalistic’ °Islam is propagated which either says nothing 
about, or outright rejects, every and any form of spirituality (which 
is derisively termed, almost in the form of a curse, as ‘sufism’), and 
reduces the practice of religion to the passive assimilation and me- 
chanical application of various rules and regulations. 


This form of °Islam is what I have come to understand to be a kind 
of parallel °Islam or synthetic °Islam. 


Needless to say such a saying as that of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al- 
Gilani 3 in his book Sirr al-asrar fi ma yahtaju ilayh al-abrar: 
“Know that since Allah s& first created the soul of Muhammad 
from the Light of His beauty” is total anathema to such Muslims. 


Indeed from within the borders and bounds of parallel or synthetic 
°Isl4m there is no such possiblity and one cannot even begin to 
speak of the Secrets of Muhammad #2 as they simply don’t exist. In 
parellel or synthetic °Islam, Muhammad #% is a simply a highly re- 
spected but, ultimately, an orphaned illiterate messenger. 

Even such widely accepted accounts of his birth as the narration of 
al-Tabarani, who said that the Prophet #% said: “My mother saw in a 
dream that there came from between her legs a lamp that illuminat- 
ed the palaces of Syria.” or the narration of Ahmad (#16700) that al- 
‘Irbad ibn Sariyah said that the Messenger of Allah #% said... and 
he mentioned the hadith according to which the mother of the Mes- 
senger of Allah # saw, when she gave birth to him, a light which 
illuminated the palaces of Syria, or the saying of al-Haythami in 
Majma‘ al-Zawa’id and al-Hafidh ibn Hajar in al-Fath, “ When she 
gave birth there came forth from her a light which illuminated the 
house...” strains their ability to come to grasp with the truths con- 
tained in these sayings, even those these °ahadith are futher support- 
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ed by another hadith of al-“Irbad ibn Sariyah. He said: “I heard the 
Messenger of Allah #% say: ‘I was the slave of Allah and the Seal of 
the Prophets when °Adam was still in the form of mud on the 
ground, and I will tell you that I am the answer to the prayer of the 
father of °Ibarahim, the glad tidings of ‘Isa conveyed concerning 
me, and the dream that the mothers of the Prophets saw and that my 
mother saw when she gave birth to me #%, which was a light which 
illuminated the palaces of Syria.” Narrated by Ahmad and classed 
as sahih by Ibn Hibban and al-Hakim. 

There are those, always, who say “Ahh yes. But by light we do not 
mean real or actual light itself, but what we mean when we say that 
he was light is that he was guidance for the people. The use of the 
word light (nir/4s:) in this instance is merely metaphorical.” 


So, if by “Light” is simply meant Guidance, and the use of the word 
in reference to the Prophet g%, such as the “Light of the Prophet 3%” 
refers to his removing the “Darkness of Ignorance from this world”, 
we would then ask such people what is meant then by this hadith: 


1. °Ummu-l-Mu’minin °A‘isha & who states: “It was the time of 
sahri (ie.; the dark just before dawn prayers) and I was sewing 
something when the needle fell on the floor. Just then the Prophet 
#& entered the room and due to the stream of light flowing from his 
& blessed face, I found the needle.” (Khasdisu-l-Kubra page 156 
Volume 1— Aujatu-llahi ‘Ala-l-‘Alamin 688 — ‘Agqidatu-sh- 
Shuhada’ 102 - Qasas ul ’Ambiya’ . 

What was this light flowing from the face of the Holy Prophet ? 


Guidance or Real Light? It is hard to find a needle by using 
metaphors but real and actual light makes it easy to see in the dark- 
ness, as in: 

2. Mulla °Ali Qari and °Allamah Jalalu-d-din as-Suyuti & both nar- 
rate that °Ummu-I-Mu’minin °A‘isha & states, “In totally dark 
nights, I used to put the thread into a needle with the help of the 
Noor of the Holy Prophet #%.” (Shara Shifa’? — Hashia Nasimu-r 
Riaz page 328 Volume 1) 


Or further consider this hadith from Abu Hurairah 2 who states, 
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“When the beloved Prophet #% smiled the walls use to glow with his 
Nur.” (Ref. Muwahibu-l-Ladaniyah page 271 Volume 1 of °An- 
wdaru-l-Muhammadiyah page 133 - Shifa’ Sharif pg 39 - Hashia-sh- 
Shama°’il at-Tirmidhi page 16 - Shara Shifa’ Mulla ‘Ali Qari, 
Shara Shifa’ — Hashia Nasimu-r Riaz page 338 Volume | - Madari- 
ju-n-Nabu-wiyyah page 12 - Hujatu-llahi ‘Ala-l-‘Alamin page 689) 
Also we find in Sahih al-Bukhari Volume 1, Book 8, Number 454: 
Narrated by Anas bin Malik gy: “Once, on a dark night, two of the 
companions & of the Prophet s& departed (after a meeting with the 
Prophet #%) and were led by two lights like lamps lighting the road 
in front of them. And when they parted, each of them was accompa- 
nied by one of these lights till he reached his house.” 


Guidance? Well of course that too but — in reality — Light. 


This what all the deniers don’t understand and continue to deny. 
They will accept that metaphorically the Prophet g& was Light — but 
a metaphorical light — the Light of Guidance — and for the deniers 
that is where it stops. The deeper point is, not that they are bad peo- 
ple, but they cannot see, they do not see and they will not see! 


ORS ne (A ON xe 
summun bukmun Sumyun fahum 14 yarji°un 
Deaf, dumb, and blind, they will not return [to the path]. 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:18) 
We should note that the evidence of the Prophethood of our Prophet 
&& is not limited to this “sign” of light (niir/.s4) . Whether one takes 
this as proven or not, his g& Prophethood is proven by definitive ev- 


idence which no one can deny and those who deny it do so out of 
their own ignorance or arrogance. 

So whether one is exclusively from ’ahlu-dh-dhahir or the people 
of the outer knowledge or ’ahlu-l-dh-dhahir wa-l-batin or the peo- 
ple of both outer and inner knowledge, the argument is not about the 
Prophethood (nubiwah/s3+!!) of our Prophet #% but rather about the 
inner dimension of the Prophethood and the Prophet #. 

So if you call it Light, or you call it Gudiance, or you call it Pen, or 
you call it Tablet (/awh/cs!) or you call it Mercy to us it is the same. 


ee 
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* Clean lbs ILLS v5 UE EN egSl 37a 
Eos ee oe 
eS; AY BaD IS ak i Og 

5b iat 55 ee SEB IK 
* alas & vg yy a corre Y ess 
wees oa, lt JEN ai o pais 


Allahu ntru-s-samawati wa-l-ard; 
mathalu ntrihi kamishkatin fiha misbah ; al-misbahu fi zujajah; 
az-zujajatu ka°annaha kawkabun durriyyun; 
yugadu min shajaratim-mubarakatin zaytinatin; 
14 sharqiyyatin wa la gharbiyyah ; 
yakadu zaytuha yudi°u wa law lam tamsashu nar; 
nurun ‘ala nur; 
yahdi-llahu li-ntirihi mafiy-yashaa°u 
wa yadribu-llahu-l-°amthala li-n-nas ; 
wa-llahu bi-kulli shay°in Salim 
Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. 
A metaphor of His Light is that of a niche in which is a lamp, 
the lamp is inside a glass [and] the glass is like a brilliant star, 
lit from a blessed tree — an olive, neither of the east nor of the west, 
whose oil almost glows [of itself] though no fire touches it. 
Light upon Light. 
Allah guides to His Light whoever He wills 
and Allah makes examples for mankind 
and Allah has knowledge of all things. 
(Stratu-n-Nir 24:35) 
“TI am the Guide of all of the beings of the heavens and the earth. 
The metaphor of My Guidance is that I made Muhammad 2% from 
My Light from which people get guidance like the niche which con- 
tains a lamp. The niche is the heart of Muhammad #% and the lamp 
is the Light of Knowledge in his heart.” 
= [2= 
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And this Light is precisely - Rahmah — a Name reserved only for 
Allah 3% but by which He enobled His Beloved when He declared. 


Eahlall 455) StLe 


wa maa °arsalnaka connie alamin 
And We have not sent you except as a Mercy for all the worlds. 
(Stratu-l-°Ambiyaa’ 21:107) 
Again — Light, Mercy, Guidance, Pen, Tablet, Knowledge — all of 
these are the bestowals of Allah 3% upon our Muhammad 4% and all 
these are part of both His s& Secret and the secret of His Rasil @&. 


This is no orphaned illiterate delivery boy by any stretch of the im- 
magination or, indeed, lack of it. 


Far from it. In truth the reason why the people of the outer (adh- 
dhahir/,—»4!) cannot see this, and remain deaf, dumb and blind, is 
because they cannot see it in themselves and so, not seeing it within 
themselves, and simultaneously taking themselves to be the measure 
of the universe and all beings, they cannot imagine it in another. As 
Shaykh Muhammad al-Jamal in Music of the Soul quoting Sayyid- 
ina “Ali x counselling such people, says, “do not think you are a 
small star when you contain the whole universe within you.” If you 
do not know who you are how can you possibly know who he is? 


Ay aed — nae oe ee 


sd aes 


wa-s-bir nafsaka ma‘a-l-ladhina yad‘tna rabbahum 
bi-l-ghadati wa-l-“ashiyyi yuridiina wajhah ; 
wa 1a ta°du “aynaka “anhum turidu zinata-l-hayait-d-dunya ; 
wa 1a tut°i man °aghfalna qalbahu ‘an dhikrina 
And contain your self in patience alongside all who. in the morning 
and in the night invoke their Sustainer, seeking His countenance. 
And let not your eyes pass beyond them 
in quest of the beauties of life of this world; and pay no heed to any 
whose heart We have rendered heedless of all remembrance of Us. 
(Stratu-l-Kahf 18:28) 
= 43. 
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In an authentic hadith, the Prophet #% said: “A person is likely to 
follow the faith of his friend, so look to whom you befriend.” [Abu 
Dawid and at-Tirmidhi]. 

°Anas related that the Prophet #% said, “I like to sit with those 
people who spend their time in dhikr especially those who pray fajr 
and then continue to do dhikr till the sun comes up spending their 
time in dua? and tilawat (Qur°anic reading), as well as those who do 
dhikr in the late afternoon, before the sun sets. And I like this better 
than freeing four slaves from the children of °Isma‘il (Jaclau!) 3.” 


In another hadith, the Prophet @% said: “The example of a good 
companion and a bad companion is like that of the seller of musk, 
and the one who blows the blacksmith’s bellows. As for the seller of 
musk either he will give you some, or you can buy some from him, 
or at least you enjoy a pleasant smell from him. As for the one who 
blows the blacksmith’s bellows he will either will burn your clothes 
or you will get a bad smell from him.” 


It is narrated in both al-Bukhari and Muslim, on the authority of a 
large number of ashab 2, that a man came up to the the Prophet #% 
and asked: “What do you say of a man who loves a certain group of 
people but cannot be of them?” To this the Prophet #% replied; “A 
person will be with whom he loves” and in another place he said, 
‘A person is upon the religion of his friend.” (at-Tirmidhi) 


The reader or listener may wonder what is the context of these 
remarks in view of the subject, ‘The Secrets of the Prophet #%’? 
Earlier I said, “...from within the borders and bounds of parallel or 
synthetic °Islam there is no such possiblity and one cannot even 
begin to speak of the Secrets of Muhammad #% as they simply don’t 
exist. In parellel or synthetic °Islam, Muhammad #% is simply a 
highly respected but, ultimately, an orphaned illiterate delivery boy. 


What I am trying to clarify for the reader is that if you spend your 
time making friends from among the people of “parallel or synthetic 
*Islam” or Wahhabism or Salafism or Deobandism or Archaic 
Revivalism or neo-Kharajism, the chances are that you wind up 
being, as the Prophet #&% said, “On the religion of your friend.” and 
like the one who blows the blacksmith’s bellows either you will 


burn your clothes or get a bad smell from huffing and puffing. 
—14- 


Secrets of the Prophet 88 (il! 4! «si 


In fact I will go even further than that and say, as I did recently in 
my essay on ‘Mercy’, that within sixty years after the Hijra of the 
Prophet #% and the events that took place at Karabala°, which wit- 
nessed the death and martyrdom of Sayyidina al-Husayn 3, all pre- 
tense that there was a wider world which really understood the Se- 
cret of the Prophet # was lost to the generality of the ‘nominal’ 
Muslim community. This can be discerned in the words of °*Ibn 
Taymiyyah many centuries later who declared, “Sixty years with an 
unjust ruler are preferable to one night with an ineffective one.” 


The events of Karbala° put signed and sealed to any idea that spiri- 
tual guidance and Divine Guidance were to be looked for or expect- 
ed of political leaders and that corruption and veneality along with 
cruelty in the service of the ‘community’ and religious establish- 
ment would henceforth, with a few exceptions, rule, and that few of 
the scholars (‘ulama’/ se) could or would ever say anything about 
it, preferring stability, unanimity and silence instead. 


“Don’t rock the boat!” would be, and remains today, the order of 
the day throughout the Muslim world, Sunni or Shi‘a, again with a 
few exceptions over the intervening centuries since the death of the 
Prophet &% and, finally, the martydom of al-Husayn 3. 

The sole challenge to the stultifying silence and communal accep- 
tance of corruption and cruelty was, and remains, the emergence of 
Sufism which, arguably, alone has kept alive the secret of Prophet 
Muhmmad #2, the “Mercy to all the worlds” or rahmatal-li-l- 
“alamin, by consistently and constantly teaching and, indeed, insist- 
ing on Mercy, Love, Justice, Freedom and actual realisation, as well 
as manifestation in one’s daily life, of the message of the Prophet 
&%. Not as political expediency but as spiriutal reality. 


Throughout the centuries the light of °Islam was gradually extin- 
guished as a reality foretold by the Prophet @% who said, “A time 
will come in the near future when there will be nothing left of °Islam 
except its name. And there will be nothing left of the Qur°an except 
its words. The masdjid of that age will be full of people, but will be 
empty of righteousness. Their scholars (“ulama@’/ sc) will be the 
worst creatures under the heaven. Discord will rise from them and 
will come right back to them.” (al-Baihagqi: al-Mishkat Kitab-ul-‘Tlm) 
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Abi Hurayrah relates that the Prophet #% said: “‘Islam began as 
something strange, and it will become strange again just as it was at 
the beginning, so blessed are the strangers.” [Sahih Muslim] 


oe 


... ‘Islam began as something strange, and it will become strange 
again just as it was at the beginning, so blessed are the strangers 
who restore what the people corrupt of my Sunnah.” [Sunan at-Tir- 
midhi (2630) [at-Tirmidhi grades it as good and authentic (hasan 
sahih)]. “Abd Allah bin “Amr b. al-°As relates that the Prophet 2, 
said one day, when the Companions & were with him: “Blessed are 
the strangers.” He was then asked: “Who are the strangers, O Mes- 
senger of Allah?” He replied: “They are righteous people among 
many evil people who disobey them more than they obey them.” 
[Musnad Ahmad (2/177 and 2/222). This estrangement is typified 
by the small number of those who assist in doing right and the few 
of those who answer the call to Allah 3%. Another aspect of this es- 
trangement is the difficulty faced by the one who attempts to travel 
on the straight path without stumbling. Evil and iniquity will contin- 
ue to increase and righteousness will continue to decrease as the 
time between the people and the era of prophethood grows yet 
longer. It becomes more and more difficult to achieve anything of 
benefit without getting involved in something detrimental as well. It 
is difficult to do what is best, due to the great number of impedi- 
ments that discourage a person from even trying. 

Standing against the flood of evil and iniquity and insisting on the 
primary message of the Prophet #% of Mercy to all and malice to- 
ward none are the °awliya® karam and the shuytkh, murshids and 
pirs of the vairous turuq, ta°ifah and schools of tassawwuf (seat), 
These are our lights in what is an increasingly dark age. 


The blessed strangers are those who find their way against the flood 
of evil and iniquity to the safety of their teachings and guidance. 
The zawiyah, ribat or tekke, and the circles of dikr within them, es- 
tablished by teachers of Mercy are the lifeboats that take strangers 
lost in the oceans of evil and iniquity to the shores of Mercy. 
Those who seek Mercy in the present age should know they will 
seldom find that Mercy in the al-Madaris or Kuliyatu-sh-Shari‘ah. 
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If you want to find Mercy and the Teachings of Mercy you must 
seek out the Teachers of Mercy and they are none other than those 
we have mentioned of the °awliya°? karam and, even with them, you 
have to be on the lookout to be sure that you have not found a wolf 
in sheepskin, a shopkeeper pir, a seller of tickets for voyages that 
never reach shore, or pretenders who sell out to the political or reli- 
gious establishment but who in reality stand with the forces of war 
and oppression against those of mercy and justice. You must find 
the real ones, the sincere ones and you must become them. 
weg to ete ae 
ao dnb eX) aS’ 
kataba rabbukum ‘ala nafsihi-r-rahmah 
Your Lord has written Mercy on His Self. 
(Stratu-]-°An‘am 6:54) 
And is this Mercy, even “more” (if such a thing can be said) than 
the Light or the Pen or the Tablet or even his pre-eternal existence 
that for me remains the greatest Secret of the Prophet #% attested to 
by His 3% naming him 8% with His Name — ar-Rahmah GN, 
who no one else has ever been named by the Name that is the First 
Named among all of His 3% Glorious and Beautiful Names (as- 
ma’allahu-l-husna/_ isa! alll ¢ Lawl), 
R@H4@M (Arabic: ec », Hebrew: 07) is the triconsonantal root of 
many Arabic and Hebrew words, and many of those words are used 
as names. It indicates mercy and sympathy. This root: r¢h¢m whose 
literal meaning is the womb, and by extension carries the meaning, 
“to feel sympathy or pity” indicates something of the utmost tender- 
ness which provides protection and nourishment, and from which 
all of creation is brought into being. The root r¢h@m has additional 
meanings of kinship, relationship, loving-kindness, mercy, compas- 
sion, and nourishing-tenderness. 


Thus, both rahmdn and rahim arise from the womb from which all 
creation emerges and simultaneusly conveys a sense of tenderness, 
loving-kindness, protection and nourishment. Divine mercy is reflec 
ted in the care a mother gives to the child that is born from her 
womb. The essence of the mother is mercy, and mercy is the first of 
the Names of Allah 2%. 
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Thus the term rahmdn describes the womb of all creation which is 
endlessly radiating, endlessly nourishing, regardless of who or what 
is receiving the endless flow of blessings. 

This is the deep secret with which Allah 3% has invested the Prophet 
& — the secret which is the true meaning of the Prophet BB. 


S588 als 36 SB bo J SH ol 
a 5 Oe Suef Ste Jars 


laqada jaa°akum rastlum-min °afifusikum ‘azizun ‘alayhi ma ‘anittum 
harisun “alaykum bi-l-mu°minina ra°tfur-rahim 
There hath come unto you a messenger from amongst you 
concerned over your suffering, anxious over you, 


towards the believers he is compassionate, merciful (rahim). 
(Stiratu-t-Tawbah 9:128) 


< =e > 
Yes he #% is the Light of Guidance (niiru-l-hud@/s+) 554); yes he # 
is the Pen in the sense that the Pen is totally ’ummi with no words of 
its own and so only Writes: what He, Allah 3& writes: 


Senay ABs * wy 


nin ; wa-l-qalami wa ma yasturiin 
Nun. By the Pen and what they write 
(Stratu-l-Qalam 68:1) 


and yes he #% is the Tablet upon which the Words of Allah 3% are 
written for it is he && who is told: 


2S Se5\3 
°iqara ; wa rabbuka-l-°akram 


Read! And your Sustainer is the Most Generous 
(Stratu-l-°Alag 96:3) 


What he #% reads is the Mercy on all of us that begins By the Name 
of Allah, The Universally Merciful, Individually Compassionate. 
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It is this Mercy, this Rahmah, that truly distinguishes the Prophet #. 


It is this Mercy which makes him to be the True Seal of All the 
Prophets 242 who ever were, for of all the 124,000 Messengers x 
there is none like him; and if you look for that one distinguishing 
feature which sets him apart from all who went before him, it is that 
Allah 3% has made him to be the Mercy to all the worlds. 


[Sie geV 38st Ob 
* Oxsl A; a arene 


ma kana muhammadun °abaa ae mir-rijalikum 
wa lakin rastila-llahi wa khatama-n-nabiyyin 
Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, 
but the Messenger of Allah and the Final Seal of the Prophets. 
Allah has knowledge of all things. 
(Stiratu-I-°Ahzab 33:40) 
Itis he 2 who is the Activated Truth i” the Original Plan of Allah 3%. 


dS LONI Bsc iG ISNA MG JE S15 


wa-°idh gala rabbuka li-l-malaa° feats inni ja“ilun fi-l-ardi khalifah 


and when your Sustainer said to the angels: 
“Truly, I am about to establish upon earth one who shall inherit it.” 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:30) 

Allah 3% says on the tongue of the Prophet #%: “Oh, son of °Adam! 
Indeed the truth has been revealed to you from your lord. whoever 
wants to believe in him, let him believe. And whoever wants to dis- 
believe, let him be a disbeliever. Indeed you are not good to a per- 
son, unless he is good to you. And you are not kind to your rela- 
tives, unless they are good to you. And you do not talk to a person, 
unless he talks to you. And you do not feed a person, unless he 
feeds you. And you are not just to a person, unless he is just to you. 
And you do not respect a person, unless he respects you. No one is 
superior over another. Indeed, the believers are: those who believe 
in Allah and his Messengers, do good to those who are bad to them, 
are merciful to those who break ties of relationship with them, give 
to those who do not give to them, just to those who are unjust to 
them, talk to those who isolate themselves from them, are respectful 
to those who don’t respect them.” — This is the Mercy incarnate. 
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i a Dale as aN ae - 
a5 5g WS 15 SU yaks a . open: yp ae 


yaa °ayyuha-l-ladhina °amani 
*ittaqu-llaha wa °amint bi-rasulihi 
yu°tikum kiflayni mir-rahmatihi 
wa yaj‘al lakum nuran tamshtna bihi wa yagbfir lakum ; 
wa-llahu ghaftrur-rahim 
Oh you who have [arrived at] belief! 
Be aware of Allah and believe in His Messenger. 
He will give you a double portion of His Mercy 
and grant you a Light by which to walk and forgive you. 
Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
(Stratu-l-Hadid 57:28) 
< =e > 
It is this understanding, in line with the deep sunnah of the Prophet 
#&%, that is both the foundation and content of the teachings of the 
°awliya® karam and the shuyikh, murshidiin and pirs we have men- 
tioned. Indeed on the flag of Syed Mu‘inuddin Chishti 3%, on 
whose hand and though whose love so many people of the sub-con- 
tinent came to °Islam, this is what was written: 
With Mercy for All and Malice Toward None 
ee Se On Sey 
sub say mahabbat — nafrat kissi say nahe 

and it is this teaching precisely which is so obviously lacking today 
and which needs to be strongly emphasized rather than being rele- 
gated to commentary, or as a side issue, in the various madaris and 
schools of religious law and fiqh which, for the most part, concen- 
trate on the outward rules, laws, regulations and so forth, that were 
codified, for the most part, in the 2nd-3rd century hijrah. 


The world is thirsting and starving for love and mercy and if our 

teachers continue emphasizing mainly the rules and regulations of 

the din without really bringing this love and mercy to the forefront 

of all the teachings our situation as Muslims will continue as it is. 
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Please do not misunderstand what I am saying here. Muslims need 
to know how many sunnah prayers come after the dhuhr salat, they 
need to know what to say before they begin to eat, they need to 
know how you prepare a body for the grave and how to pray the 
Salatu-l-Janazah. They need to know if any particular hadith is 
sound (sahih) or good (hasan) or weak (da’if) or fabricated or 
forged (maudu‘). They have to know how many days one can con- 
tinue to pray the prayers of the traveller, and can they join them, and 
when they can and when they can’t. 


We are not speaking here about abandoning the teaching of ’usilu- 
d-din or °usilu-l-figh, but what we are talking about is the perspec- 
tive from which these subjects are taught and, more importantly, on 
what basis the ‘teachers’ of those subjects are themselves grounded. 


This is why I mentioned earlier, but must keep coming back to, the 
saying of the Prophet #%, “A time will come when there will be 
nothing left of °Islam except its name. And there will be nothing left 
of the Qur°an except its words. The masdajid of that age will be full 
of people, but will be empty of righteousness. Their scholars 
(‘ulema’) will be the worst creatures under the heaven. Discord will 
rise from them and will come right back to them.” (al-Baihaqi in al- 
Mishkat Kitab-ul ‘Ilm) 

If you a Muslim reading this or hearing my words, ask yourself if 
this is not the situation across much of the Muslim world today? 


Ask yourself why people fear us and hate us. 


Ask yourself why this beautiful religion is held in such disgust and 
contempt by so many people around the world. 


Ask youself why there have more Muslims killed in Afghanistan by 
Muslims than by the mainly Christian invaders? Ask yourself why 
we routinely hear stories of acid being thrown in the faces of young 
girls who only are seeking an education? Ask youself why almost 
every week we hear about Muslims from one sect or another going 
to the masajid of what they perceive to be a rival sect, and blowing 
themselves up, killing their fellow Muslim worshippers? Ask why 
the rights of women, which the Prophet #2 championed and guaran- 
teed, are scorned by so many Muslim men and their governments? 
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Ask yourself why you have to go through invasive searches just to 
get on an airplane? Or why men shave off their beards and women 
leave off their hijab so as not to be indentified as Muslims? Or why 
people often look fearfully at Muslims in the streets? 


The answer to so many of those questions rests on what and how 
students (at-talab/»\—_4) are taught and by whom they are taught 
and, most important, on the understanding of their teachers on what 
the real basis of the sunnah or the Way of the Prophet #% consists. 


From our own perspective the real basis of the sunnah and the secret 
of the secret of the Prophet #& is contained in this °ayat which we 
have already quoted, and, °inshallah, will continue to quote: 


Stal 12555] Dele 
wa maa °arsalnaka °111a-rahmatal-li-l-°alamin 
And We have not sent you except as a Mercy for all the worlds. 
(Suratu-l-°Ambiyaa° 21:107) 
When both the teachers and the teaching are grounded in Mercy, 
and by extension Love and Peace and Justice, and then the students, 


when they act to apply what they have learned, act on the those 
principles, then their actions have at their core and heart — Mercy. 


It is therefore our firm recommendation that those who seek to 
know and understand °Islam shold seek their teachers from among 
the awliya®? karam and shuyukh, murshidtn and pirs of the Sufis, 
and especially those turiiqu-s-sufiyyah, who directly trace their lin- 
eage to Sayyidina © Ali x in accord with the hadith: 


Wal gles alall disse Li 
“Ali »@ reported: “The Messenger of Allah #% said: ‘I am the city of 
knowledge and “Ali is its gate” [at-Tirmidhi and al-Hakim]. In 
another narration on the authority of ‘Ali x8, the Prophet #% said: “I 
am the house of wisdom and ‘Ali + is its door’ [at-Tirmidhi]. Also 
al-Bazzar, and at-Tabarani in his al-’Awsat, on the authority of Jabir 
bin “Abdullah, al-Hakim and al-°Uqayli in his al-Du’afa, as well as 
Ibn ‘Adi on the authority of Ibn ‘Umar, that ‘Ali x reported: “The 
Prophet % said: ‘I am the city of knowledge and ‘Ali x is its gate.’” 
[at-Tirmidhi and al-Hakim]. 
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I am fully aware in quoting this hadith that Albani declared the 
hadith to be fabricated (mawdii/ ¢ s—43—!!). Daraqutni labeled the 
hadith as shaky (mudtarib), both in °isnad (44!) and text (matn /¢ss) 
and Qurtubi said about this hadith in al-Jama‘ li Ahkam al-Qur?’dan: 
“This haidith is false (batil/J---L—.)!”. adh-Dhahabi considered it a 
forgery and included it in his book on forged °ahadith. The differ- 
ence among the hadith masters here is regarding the chain of trans- 
mission (sanad/s) and if it is weak (da ‘if/4+4) or sufficiently es- 
tablished to be considered sound but, importantly, there is no 
argument concerning its meaning which is sound (hasan/j~). 


An explanation often given is that the Prophet #% is the city of all 
knowledge and that the main gates to this knowledge are the four 
Khbulafa°u-r-Rashidiin (54/1! -lals!), and since classical cities had 
four gates, ‘Ali x is one of those gates. This is the explanation of 
the great maturidi °imam, Abu Mu‘in al-Nasafi, in Tabsirat al-Adilla. 


There is also a further narration recorded by at-Tirmidhi on the au- 
thority of “Ali x: “so who desires knowledge should come through 
the gate”, and in another [narration] from at-Tirmidhi on the author- 
ity of ‘Ali x»: “The Messenger #% said, ‘I am the house of wisdom 
and ‘Ali is its door.’” °Is°af ar-Raghibin (margin of Nur al-’Absar), 
Muhammad b. “Ali as-Sabban al-Misri , page 156: 
Lab leg doSatl sla Li 
Shaykh Muhammad al-Jamal in Music of the Soul writes, ““Ali x2 
is the esoteric message of Muhammad #&. He is the keeper of the 
secrets of the knowers. As he received knowledge from the Prophet 
&& he is our gateway to that knowledge.” 
Algal JNA Gye YF) cull JA wet ¥ Qub isles alall disse Li 
“T am the city of knowledge, and ‘Ali is its door. 
Nobody enters the house except through the door.” 


opis Sis an Veal * Gils aZN\\A5 


wa°tu-l-buyita min °abawabiha wa °ttaqu-llaha la°allakum tuflihtin 


So enter houses by their doors 
and be aware of Allah, so that hopefully you will be successful. 
(Suratu-l-Baqarah 2:189) 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, quoted the Prophet #% as saying: “On the night of the 
mi‘raj (the ascension part of the night journey), when I was in the 
presence of Allah 3%, He talked with me in confidence. Whatever I 
learned, I taught to “Alt. He is the gate to my knowledge.” 


The great writer, Mu°affaq Bin Ahmad Khawarizmi, narrated the 
same from the Holy Prophet #% in this way: “Jibril brought me a 
carpet from Paradise. I sat on it until I was brought near my Lord. 
Then He talked with me and told me secret things. Whatever I 
learned was communicated by me to ‘Ali. He is the gate of my 
knowledge.” Then the Holy Prophet #& called ‘Ali x and said, 
“You are the knowledge that links me and my Community.” 

°Imam Abii Hamid al-Ghazali in his Fi Bayan “Ilm al-Laduni (a.k.a. 
RisGlah al-Laduniyyah), reported °Ali x as saying: “The Prophet 
&& put his tongue in my mouth. From the saliva of the Prophet g&, 
1,000 chapters of knowledge were revealed to me, and from each 
chapter another 1,000 chapters were revealed to me.” 

Also it is reported in Sharh-e-RisGlah Fathu-l-Mubin of at-Tirmidbi 
that Ibn “Abbas related the following hadith: “Knowledge has ten 
parts. Nine parts are exclusively for “Ali, and the remaining tenth 
part is for all of mankind. Of that one part, too, “Ali was granted the 
greatest share.” 


*igss ee) | 0 KL oe ABS ty 2S 5 
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yu°ti-l-hikmata mafiy-yashaa’ ; 
wa man yu°ta-l-hikmata faqada °ttiya khayran kathira ; 
wa ma yadhdhakkaru °i1144 °ulu-I-°albaba 
He gives wisdom to whoever He wills 
and he who has been given wisdom has been given great good. 
But no one pays heed but people of intelligence. 
(Siratu-l-Baqarah 2:269) 
< =e > 
The point I am trying to make clear is that the noble shuyukh of the 
tiruqu-s-suffiyah who trace their lineage to the Prophet @% through 
‘Ali x are the most direct inheritors of the Secret of the Prophet &&. 
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This being the case, if one is seeking to get in contact with that 
Secret, the best chance one has is to put one’s hand in the hand of 
the one who put his hand in the hand of one who put his hand in the 
hand of one who put his hand in the hand of ‘Ali x who put his 
hand in the hand of the Prophet #% and the Hand of Allah sw is 
above their hands. 


ad) kee ot ee spill 3 Vol 


eee vibay unaka °innama oe una-llah : 
yadu-llahi fawqa °aydihim. 
faman nakatha fa °innama yankuthu “ala nafsih : 
wa man °awfa bima ‘ahada ‘alayhu-llaha fasayu°tihi °ajran “adhima 
Those who pledge you their allegiance pledge allegiance to Allah. 
The Hand of Allah is above their hands. 
He who breaks his pledge only breaks it against himself. 
But as for him who fulfils the contract he has made with Allah, 
We will pay him an immense reward. 
(Siratu-l-Fath 48:10) 
< =e > 
Examine closely the history of the Sufi Orders. You will not find 
people who throw acid in the faces of girl students, for they know 
the importance of seeking knowledge in accord with the hadith 
“Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim’; you will 
not find men who go into the masajid of other schools or sects and 
blow themselves and other believers up, for they know that the 
Prophet #% has informed us that “differences between the believers 
are a mercy”; and more than that they know without a doubt that 
Mercy itself is the very basis of every act and every thought in 
accord with what we have repeated, and will repeat, over and over. 


Cablall 4255S) Sue) 
wa maa °arsalnakaa °111a-rahmatal-li-l-°alamin 
And We have not sent you except as a Mercy for all the worlds. 


(Stratu-l-°Ambiyaa° 21:107) 
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This is at the very core and is the emphasis of all of the teachings of 
the °awliya° karam, of the noble shuyukh, murshidun and pirs of the 
turuq suffiyah (445.4!! 3,4) from beginning to end. 

Yes, they have in the past, and will continue, inshallah, in the fu- 
ture, to teach the knowledge which is obligatory (fard ‘ayn) that 
covers the fundamentals of °Islamic beliefs, for seeking this knowl- 
edge is an obligatory duty upon every Muslim as it is the knowledge 
pertaining to °Islamic faith, acts of worship, and the necessary 
transactions in one’s daily dealings. 


Yes, they have in the past, and will continue, inshallah, in the fu- 
ture, to make sure their students are grounded in all branches of Is- 
lamic shari‘ah, such as: tafsir (Qu°anic exegeses), fiqh, hadith sci- 
ences (“ulumu-l-hadith/2s—1! ale), sirah (82+) or the biography of 
the Prophet %) as well as Islamic political science and general Is- 
lamic history (as-siyasah islamiyyah), and they will make sure their 
students know their Arabic language and grammar (al-qgawd‘id/ 
selgill) in order that they may both read and understand the Qur°an. 


BUT! 

They will be sure that every student, every murid, every talib knows 
that above and beyond and below and before everything is MERCY. 
This is the difference between the tiirug as-suffiyah and the various 
schools of shari°ah, fiqh, ustl-d-din and madaras (tell! ()!4el!), 

For the sifi, if he or she is to take the Way, the way they take must 
be based first and foremost on Mercy and the qualities which flow 
from Mercy — Peace and Justice and Love and Freedom. 


Yes ...FREEDOM...because in truth you cannot force people to 
Love. You cannot put a pistol up against anyone’s head, or a rifle in 
their guts or a sword at their throats or put a bomb behind their backs 
and make them love you or believe you or follow you or trust you. 


SAN 5 DEN GS 38 * cyl 2isly 
la °ikraha fi-d-dini ; qada tabayyana-r-rushdu mina-l-ghayy 


There is no compulsion in religion: 
truly the right way has become clearly distinct from the wrong! 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:256) 
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Shaykh Muhammad al-Jamal in the Music of the Soul writes, “This 
knowledge — Tasawwuf — illuminates the knowers like the sun. It is 
the scource of all lights and of all the secrets. It is the way of the 
courtesy, the love, the knowledge of Allah 3, from Him to 
Him...For this seekers must be ready to make their heart the house 
of Allah 3&, empty of all but Allah 3%, forgetting all the unecessary 
sciences, filled with love, to be present at the table of His Lord and 
to know Allah 3z& by Allah g%...following the Way of Truth, sub- 
sisting in the Presence of Allah 3&. 


“The essence of the science of Tasawwuf is Allah 3%, Who gives 
all the secrets of the spirit and the soul. Those who trust this science 
are truly believers in Allah 3%. Those who study [and practice] it 
are the most special of the special — the most near of those who are 
near. One who knows this science speaks with courtesy [and is] like 
a shining star on the sea the depths of which cannot be fathomed. 
You must come to the shore of this sea to begin to know the subtle 
secrets of the soul, to be washed in its water which takes you from 
the density of this earth to the world of the soul and the light.” 
Vek Es 3k al) Melb 
wa da‘iyan ila-llahi bi-°idhnihi wa sirajan munira 
And a caller to Allah by His permission and an illuminating lamp. 
(Stratu-l-°Ahzab 33:46) 

This is of the secret and the politeness of the Prophet #, who calls 
to Allah 3% by His Permission not by his desire, because he has no 
desire but His Desire to be known — in line with a well known para- 
ble cited by some (who claim it to be a hadith) which reads, “I was 
a Hidden Treasure and I desired to be known, so I created a creation 
to which I made Myself known — then they knew Me.” We are 
aware that many scholars deny the validity of this being a hadith 
and we agree with them, but its meaning nonetheless is true, as we 
can understand from the °ayat, the last line of which can also be un- 
derstood, according | to Ibn Abbas, as, “that they may know Me”. 


opted Sl 3 Ni xl Gals kes 
wa ma khalaqtu-l-jinna wa-l-’insa 71a li-ya°budtin 


I have not created the jinn and humans except to worship Me. 
(Stratu-dh-Dhariyat 51:56) 
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°in kufitum tuhibbiina-laha fa-ittabi‘int yuhbibkumu-llah... 
“Tf you love Allah then follow me so Allah will love you ...” 
(Strah °Al-°*Imran 3:31) 
If you are really looking for the truth and the secret of the Prophet 
& forget the compliant ‘ulema’ who sit with the tyrants and suck up 
to the despots and are just involved in business as usual. 


Leave the masajid whose spirituality consists of nothing but “pot 
luck °Islam”. Give your back to the so-called salafis, and the de- 
obandis and the wahhabis, and neo-kharijites of the present day so- 
called °Islamic world. They are empty. They are nothing and they 
know nothing more that do this do that and don’t do this and don’t 
do that. Empty shells. Be polite but forget them and seek the truth 
for it is the truth that will set you free and you will find this truth at 
the hands of those who have their hands in the hand of the Rasil #% 
and his wdrith x and all of those who descend from him and them. 


It is in their hands you will find the ever-living truth of the secret of 
Muhammad #% who was and is, “A mercy for all the worlds.” 
Sl Je Gar ESNs alt 3 
ES Ages agarie 
*inna-llaha wa malaa°ikatahu yusalltina ‘ala-n-nabiyy: 
yaa °ayyuha-l-latdhina °amani sallt ‘alayhi wa sallimt taslima 
Surely Allah and His angels bless the Prophet; 
O you who believe! 
call down blessings on him 


and ask for complete peace and safety for him. 
(Stratu-l-°Ahzab 33:56) 


May Allah grant peace and blessings to him and his family 
(amin) 
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Moderate, pluralistic Sufi °imams are the front line against the most 
violent forms of °Islam. Their flag is the one that reads, “With Love 
for All and Malice toward None’. In the most radical parts of the 
Muslim world, Sufi leaders risk their lives for their tolerant beliefs. 
Sufism is the most pluralistic incarnation of Islam — accessible to 
the learned and the ignorant, the faithful and nonbelievers — and is 
thus a uniquely valuable bridge between East and West. 


The great Sufi saints like the 13th-century Persian poet Rumi held 
that all existence and all religions were one, all manifestations of 
the same divine reality. What was important was not the empty 
ritual of the mosque, church, synagogue or temple, but the striving 
to understand that divinity can best be reached through the gateway 
of the human heart: that we all can find paradise within us, if we 
know where to look and love rather judge. 


While the West remains blind to the divisions and distinctions 
within Islam, the challenge posed by the Sufi vision of the faith is 
not lost on the extremists. This was shown most violently on July 2, 
when the Pakistani Taliban organized a double-suicide bombing of 
the Data Darbar, the largest Sufi shrine in Lahore, Pakistan’s 
second-largest city. The attack took place on a Thursday night, 
when the shrine was at its busiest; 42 people were killed and 175 
were injured. 


The tomb of Hajji Sahib of Turangzai, a Sift persecuted under 
British colonial rule for his social work — has been forcibly turned 
into a Taliban headquarters. Two shrines near Peshawar, the 
mausoleum of Bahadar Baba and the shrine of Abu Saeed Baba, 
have been destroyed by rocket fire. 


Symbolically, however, the most devastating Taliban attack 
occurred last spring at the shrine of the 17th-century poet-saint 
Rahman Baba, at the foot of the Khyber Pass in northwest Pakistan. 
For centuries, the complex has been a place for musicians and poets 
to gather, and Rahman Baba’s Verses had long made him the 
national poet of the Pashtuns living on both sides of the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan border. “I am a lover, and I deal in love,” 
wrote the saint. “Sow flowers,/ so your surroundings become a 
garden./ Don’t sow thorns; for they will prick your feet./ We are all 
one body./ Whoever tortures another, wounds himself.” 
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Then, about a decade ago, a Sa‘udi-financed religious school, or 
madrasa, was built at the end of the path leading to the shrine. Soon 
its students took it upon themselves to halt what they see as the un- 
Islamic practices of Rahman Baba’s admirers. When I last visited it 
in 2003, the shrine-keeper, Tila Muhammed, described how young 
students were coming regularly to complain that his shrine was a 
center of idolatry and immorality. 


“My family have been singing here for generations,” he told me. 
“But now these madrasa students come and tell us that what we do 
is wrong. They tell women to stay at home. This used to be a place 
where people came to get peace of mind. Now when they come here 
they just encounter more problems.” 


Then, one morning in early March 2009, a group of Pakistani 
Taliban arrived at the shrine before dawn and placed dynamite 
packages around the squinches supporting the shrine’s dome. In the 
ensuing explosion, the mausoleum was destroyed, but at least 
nobody was killed. The Pakistani Taliban quickly took credit, 
blaming the shrine’s administrators for allowing women to pray and 
seek healing there. 


The good news is that Siifis, though mild, are also resilient. While 
the Wahhabis have become dominant in northern Pakistan ever 
since we chose to finance their fight against the Soviets in 
Afghanistan, things are different in Sindh Province in southern 
Pakistan. Stfis are putting up a strong resistance on behalf of the 
pluralist, composite culture that emerged in the course of a thousand 
years of cohabitation between Hinduism and Islam. 


Last year, when I visited a shrine of the saint Lal Shahbaz Qalandar 
in the town of Sehwan, I was astonished by the strength and the 
openness of the feelings against those puritan mullahs who criticize 
as heresy all homage to Sufi °awliya’. 


“T feel that it is my duty to protect both the Sifi saints, just as they 
have protected me,” one woman told me. “Today in our Pakistan 
there are so many of these mullahs and Wahhabis who say that to 
pay respect to the saints in their shrines is heresy. Those hypocrites! 
They sit there reading their law books and arguing about how long 
their beards should be, and fail to listen to the true message of the 
prophet.” (“I have not sent you save as a mercy to all beings.’”’) 
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A few years back in 1992 there was a huge outcry against the de- 
struction in India of the Babri masji in Ayodhya, a city in Uttar 
Pradesh. It was destroyed when a political rally developed into a 
riot involving 150,000 people organized the Hindu fundamentalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party and allied organizations. Muslims were up in 
arms and there was wide spread disturbances and rioting as a result. 


PESHAWAR: Ten worshippers, including a child, were killed and 
30 others injured when a powerful bomb blast ripped through a 
mosque in Nowshera in northwest Pakistan today. 

The explosion targeted the mosque inside Akhun Punjo Baba mazar 
(shrine) in Akbarpura area of Nowshera, about 15 km from Khyber- 
Pakhtunkhwa capital Peshawar. 

Scores of people were offering Friday prayers at the mosque while 
hundreds had gathered to take food from a ‘langar' or community 
kitchen. 

Ten worshippers, including a child, were killed, police said and at 
least 30 others were injured and the condition of eight was de- 
scribed by officials as serious....The Taliban have claimed responsi- 
bility for this and several recent attacks on mosques in cities across 
Pakistan, including Lahore and Karachi. 

JAMRUD, Pakistan (AFP) — A suicide bomber blew himself up 
during Friday prayers at a packed Pakistan mosque, leaving around 
50 dead and scores wounded in one of the bloodiest recent attacks 
in the nation. 

Blood-soaked caps, shoes and shirts lay around the flattened 
mosque, where dazed survivors looked on as rescue workers dug 
bodies out of the rubble. “People may have taken three or four dead 
bodies on their own, but from hospital reports the total dead record- 
ed is 48 and the wounded are 153,” Fida Mohammad Bangash, a 
senior administration official in Khyber the Dawn. 

Then here is another item from Jakarta in Indonesia from Asia News. 
“A suicide bomber blew himself up today at Taka mosque in 
Ciberon (West Java) a town about 300 km from Jakarta. The toll is 
about 28 wounded, including several policemen. The suicide bomb- 
ing and took place shortly before the usual Friday prayers, while the 
faithful were gathering inside the building. 

According to authorities the attack was organized by a group of 
Salafi Islamic terrorists in revenge for the recent operations carried 
out by the police. 
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Or again Afghan officials say at least 17 people were killed and 36 
injured by a suicide bomber who blew himself up at the entrance of 
Kandahar's main mosque June 1. The bomber detonated his explo- 
sives during a mourning ceremony for a slain Islamic cleric. 

Naseer Ahmad Niazi, the director of Kandahar's Mmirwais Hospital 
said later that the bodies of at least 20 people had been brought to 
his facility by the early afternoon. Afghan officials at the scene of 
the explosion said they fear the death toll eventually could top 50. 
We are told that a Muslim must respect and protect the holy places 
where the People of the Book worship and protect them. In the 
Qur°an, the places of worship of the People of the Book, ie. 
monasteries, churches and synagogues, are mentioned as places of 
worship protected by Allah 3%. 
Allah 3 says, 


aes BD ol yay os al cas is 
wa lawla daf‘u-Iahi-n-nasa ba°dahum bi-ba‘din 
lahuddimat sawami‘u wa biya‘un wa salawatun wa masajidu yudhkaru 
fiha °ismu-llahi kathiran ; 
wa layansuranna-lahu man yansuruhu : °inna-llaha la qawiyyun ‘aziz 
...1f Allah had not driven some people back by means of others, 
monasteries, churches, synagogues and mosques, 

where the name of Allah is mentioned much, 

would have been pulled down and destroyed. 

Allah will certainly help those who help Him. 

Allah is All-Strong, All Mighty. 
(Stiratu-l-Hajj, 22:40) 

The Prophet 8% said: “There will come a time for my people when 
there will remain nothing of the Qur°an except its outward form and 
nothing of °Islam except its name and they will call themselves by 
this name even though they are the people furthest from it. The 
masajid will be full of people but they will be empty of right 
guidance. The religious leaders (fugahda’/- 434) of that day will be the 
most evil religious leaders under the heavens; sedition and dissen- 
sion (fitnah) will go out from them and return to them.” ibn Babuya 


Is anybody listening? 
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